A more common view is that monumental architectural construction precedes the state in western South America. In this view, nonstate societies are fully capable of amassing sufficient labor to build large monuments, usually through religious or "theocratic" means (Burger 1995, p. 37; Fung Pineda 1988, p. 80; Moseley 1975 Moseley , 1992 ). Moseley refers to complex, prestate societies as "civilizations," in which hierarchy can exist without hereditary rank (M.E. Moseley, personal communication). In this context, the ideology represents the community, not individuals or elite groups, and corporate architecture is created to provide focus for community rituals and the materialization of chief ideologies (e.g. DeMarrais et al 1996, Dillehay 1992).
In models that emphasize the religious functions of early monumental constructions, the state develops after the shift from a kin-based, chief "hierarchy at the service of the collectivity" (Albarracin-Jordan 1996, p. 70) to a hierarchy headed by a state elite that acts largely in its own interest. The state is defined by a series of factors that distinguish it from chief, kin-based organization. The relative importance of these factors is based upon the particular theoretical framework in which they are proposed. In the Andes, factors that have been proposed are generally consistent with the literature on state formation from around the world.
THE EMERGENCE OF COMPLEX SOCIETY IN THE LATE PRECERAMIC PERIOD
At the beginning of the fourth millennium B.C.E., all peoples in South America lived in small hunting, gathering, and horticultural camps, or, on rare occasions, in small semipermanent villages. By 3000-2500 B.C.E., the first fully sedentary and complex societies developed on the Pacific coast of Peru. Social complexity in the Andean archaeological record is generally indicated by the existence of large monuments that have functions beyond domestic residence and subsistence. Andean archaeologists refer to such architecture by several terms, including corporate, civic-ceremonial, elite-ceremonial, ritual, or public architecture. Settlements that have pyramids, courts, walled plazas, and so forth are considered to be organizationally more complex than politically egalitarian villages. The theoretical link between corporate architecture, a term first proposed by Moseley (1975) , and cultural complexity rests on the premise that the monuments were built by, and meant to be seen and used by, a social group larger than a few families.
The Coast
Beginning around 3000 B.C.E., a few societies with a predominantly nonagricultural subsistence base built corporate monuments on the Peruvian coast. The site of Aspero, located on the northern edge of the Supe River adjacent to the Pacific Ocean, represents one of these early settlements. Perhaps the largest settlement of this time period is located 2 km from the coast in the Chillon valley and is known as El Paraiso. According to Quilter (1985, p. 294 ) and Moseley (1992a, p. 119), the major construction at the site was in progress by 2000 B.C.E., and it continued to be occupied for two to four centuries. The 100,000 tons of stone masonry construction is found in at least seven mounds that form a giant U shape over 58 ha (Quilter 1985, p. 279 ). It has a huge, 7.0-ha plaza located between the arms of the U. Many structures were elaborately decorated. In particular, one structure was painted red and had a bright orange burnt floor with evidence of fire rituals. Moseley (1992a, p. 120 
Late Preceramic States?
The late Preceramic period witnessed the emergence of the first nonegalitarian societies in South America. On the Pacific coast, it is clear that some of the earliest settlements did not rely on agriculture for a significant proportion of their diet. Moseley (1975 Moseley ( , 1985 Moseley ( , 1992a Moseley ( , 1992b ) has persuasively argued that many Preceramic coastal populations were based predominantly on the exploitation of marine resources. His "maritime hypothesis" has been supported by excavations at Aspero, Huaca Prieta, and other sites (Quilter & Stocker 1983 , but see Wilson 1981 ). This work indicates that an economy based heavily on marine products was sufficient to support the construction of monumental architecture.
It is significant that cultigens are also found in Preceramic period middens. While marine resources were the staple in coastal Preceramic sites, the inhabitants also utilized both wild and cultivated food and industrial crops (Feldman 1987 
The South Central Highlands
The Upper Formative period site of Pucara ended as a political center no later than C.E. 400. Around C.E. 600, the Tiwanaku state began an aggressive expansion out of the southern Titicaca Basin. The site of Tiwanaku is a vast, planned urban capital that sprawled over the altiplano landscape in the southern Titicaca Basin. At its height in C.E. 800-900, Tiwanaku boasted an impressive architectural core of pyramids, temples, palaces, streets, and state buildings. Surrounding the core of the capital was an urban settlement of nonelite artisans, laborers, and farmers who lived in adobe structures up and down the valley (Janusek 1999). Current estimates suggest that the total urban settlement covers 4-6 km2 in area, with a population Murra (1968 Murra ( , 1972 ) and continues to hold considerable influence, particularly among ethnohistorians and ethnographers. This body of theory is known as "verticality" or "zonal complementarity." The basic principle behind this theory is that the "vertical" stratification of ecological zones in the Andes has affected the political and economic strategies of the pre-Hispanic populations. It furthermore assumes that this is unique to the Andes and, as such, has promoted the development of a culture understandable only in its own terms.
According to verticality models, people strategically locate colonies to control a diverse set of ecological zones even in nonstate contexts. This geographical pattern allows the "complementary" ecozones to be exploited by a single group or polity. Hypothetically, the resulting distribution of colonies creates an archipelago of isolated landholdings over a number of ecological zones. The overlap of archipelagos results in a complex patchwork of different ethnic groups and political units, creating a socioeconomic system unique to the Andes. Recent work suggests that this perspective is not supportable. Throughout the world where the geography is characterized by a close juxtaposition of different ecological zones, complex polities have secured economic access by similar strategies.
The opposing perspective assumes that much of Andean history can be understood as an example of anthropological processes typical of all human societies. From this perspective, the Andes provides a rich corpus of data to refine our models of the evolution of state societies. It provides a number of parallels and contrasts to other areas of first-generation state development.
Geography
One difference stands out between the Andes and other areas of first-generation state evolution. The Andean cultural area, defined conservatively as the limits of the Inca state in 1532, is exceptionally long and covers a very rugged territory. It stretches for over 4000 km up and down western South America. To place this in STANISH context, this is about the same distance east-west from the Nile to the Indus river, an area that covers three regions of pristine state development in the Old World (including Mesopotamia).
Given the vast distances in the Andean cultural area, a legitimate question can be raised as to whether we should view western South America as having not one but three different areas of first-generation state development represented by Moche, Wari, and Tiwanaku. Perhaps the very notion of "pristine" state development must be challenged, and instead we should find a better control for the relative degrees of cultural autonomy in the formation of archaic states around the world.
Political and Economic Structure
The argument that there were state societies prior to the Middle Horizon is weak. In particular, we can point to the lack of evidence of state-level regional integration prior to Moche. The model that best characterizes the pre-Middle Horizon political landscape is a series of autonomous and semiautonomous polities without any evidence of complexity beyond that of a chiefdom society.
In contrast, the Moche, Tiwanaku, and Wari polities are similar to other firstgeneration states around the world. There is good evidence for the replication of distinctive artistic, mortuary, and architectural styles in distant regions. Unlike earlier periods there is unequivocal evidence for an urbanized capital city. In spite of the circumscribed nature of the coastal environment, there is little evidence for direct population pressure as a factor in state development. This also appears to be the case in the highlands. In short, localized population pressure does not appear to be a sufficient or necessary cause in Andean state formation. However, at a regional level, there are correlations between population size and state formation that remain subject to future testing. The key factors include the existence of surplus-producing subject peoples and potential efficiency in production. From this perspective, the emergence of archaic states in South America can be understood as a conjunction of favorable environmental zones in a context of gradual population growth. Population spikes tend to occur after state development, not before. The areas where states first developed have the greatest capacity for sustained demographic increase and the intensification of production. As a general rule, the north coast rivers where states took root are large, while the south coast rivers are not. The few exceptions support the rule; large southern rivers tend to be deeply entrenched and provide less opportunity for irrigation, while smaller northern rivers are connectable by intervalley canals.
Conflict and
As mentioned above, perhaps some of the richest areas in South America are found on the north Peruvian coast where these large rivers discharge into the sea. Here, the rich riverine resources are combined with the marine resources in the delta areas. In the highlands, there are many productive zones outside of the Titicaca Basin and north central highlands. However, it is in these two areas where a suite of highly productive natural features combine. The Lake Titicaca region has the lake itself, vast grasslands, rivers, and relatively close access to the eastern slopes. The use of raised fields near the lake provide the capacity for agricultural intensification, a technique not available in other areas of the highlands. In the north central Andes, the availability of irrigable land is often cited as one of the primary factors in the development of complexity and the state in the Andes. Likewise, the highland areas have access to pasture lands, rivers, and the eastern slopes. All three cases of Moche, Tiwanaku, and Wari state formation are correlated with agricultural intensification, intensification of exchange relationships, and intensification of commodity production, observations that conform to the wealth finance model. Marcus (1992 Marcus ( , 1993 and Marcus & Flannery (1996) have proposed a dynamic model of episodic expansion and collapse of archaic states. State polities emerge through the incorporation of other groups, creating at least a four-tiered hierarchy of settlement. As one polity peaks and begins to break down, former lower-level settlements regain their autonomy, after which the process of consolidation, expansion, and dissolution continues again (Marcus 1998 
Dynamic Cycling

